


Our Mission 
The mission of the Children’s Museum of Denver 
is to create a community where children and their 
grownups learn through play.
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Trick or Treat Street 

Center for the Young Child

Jet Pack International
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A Letter to 
Our Supporters 
Dear Friends,

Despite the adversity of the challenging economy, the Children’s Museum of Denver enjoyed 
significant triumphs in fiscal year 2009. Once again, we set an attendance record, welcoming more 
than 289,000 children and their grownups, a 6% increase from 2008. We also made great progress 
in preparing our new exhibit, Bubbles, for its debut in 2010.

We know that in tough economic times you have less money to spend on family activities and we 
consider our attendance record an affirmation: You see us as a good return on your hard-earned dollars. 

To keep you coming back, we continually looked for ways to give you and your youngsters a better 
Museum. Based on comment cards that many visitors filled out and informal comments passed to our 
staff, we know that you place a high importance on what some people might consider “little things.” 
We’ve tried to get those “little things” right.

Take Museum upkeep, for example. We’ve always worked hard to keep the Museum clean, neat and 
ready for fun and learning, but decided we could do more. We hired a new service that thoroughly 
cleans the Museum each night and assigned a day porter to circulate continuously through exhibits 
to tidy up every minute we are open. We’ve also prioritized maintenance, so that our Playscapes and 
other tools for learning are in good working order when you visit.

As we look ahead, we are excited about Bubbles, our new exhibit opening in May 2010. It will help 
fill the needs you have shared with us for science-oriented exhibits and for activities that appeal to 
children of all ages. We will continue to turn to you for greater insight to further improve the Museum. 
Your feedback and ideas are essential to the work that we do and toward shaping its future.

Thank you for making us one of the most popular children’s museums in the country. We look forward 
to even bigger and better things in years to come.

Sincerely,

Tom Downey				  
President		

Deborah Wapensky
Board Chair

“It’s the little things that make 
the big things possible. Only 

close attention to the fine 
details of any operation makes 

the operation first class.”
–  J. Willard Marriott
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Year at a Glance 
We, too, know that learning doesn’t begin only when a child starts formal schooling. Children are 
exploring and learning from the moment they are born. Everything the Museum does – whether 
through programs, exhibits or printed materials – is directed toward cultivating young children’s 
enthusiasm for learning and developing necessary skills for success in school. In fiscal year 2009, 
the Museum proudly achieved these milestones in carrying out its mission to create a community 
where children and their grownups learn through play: 

s	 We served a record-breaking 289,735 children, parents, teachers and other caregivers, 
	 a 6% increase from the year before; 

s	 We provided 12,833 free admissions to children in low-income schools and child care 
	 centers through our Sponsored Admissions Program;

s	 We welcomed 1,783 Head Start children and their families through the City of Denver’s 
	 5 By 5 Project, which introduces participants to leading cultural facilities free of charge;

s	 We completed the sixth year of the Museum’s G.R.O.W. (Growing Respect by Observing 
	 our World) Science and Literacy Collaborative, involving more than 900 Denver and 
	 Adams County children from Title I schools, along with their teachers and families; 

s	 We opened our doors free to the public the first Tuesday evening of each month, 
	 thanks to the generosity of the Target Corporation, drawing more than 11,000 children 
	 and their caregivers;

s	 We finished the second year of the Rose Community Foundation’s Building Organizational
 	 Operating Strength Together program, which helps us evaluate and plan Museum services
 	 and operations; 

s	 We carried out the first year of the Museum’s three-year Strategic Business Plan;

s	 We served more people per square foot of exhibit space than any other children’s museum
 	 in the country. 

“We know that the most 
formative learning comes in 

those first years of life.”
– President Barack Obama
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The Financials
	STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
Support and revenues	
  Gifts and grants	 $	 1,833,993 
  Earned revenue	 $	 1,535,685	
  	Special events revenue-net	 $	 214,520 
  Interest & miscellaneous income	 $	 38,829 
  				    –––––––––––
  Total support and revenues	 $	 3,623,027
	  	
Expenses		
  Program		  	 $	 2,297,008 
  Supporting		  $	 1,250,726 
    				    –––––––––––
  Total expenses	 $	 3,547,734
	
Change in net assets		  75,293 
Net assets at beginning of year		  3,985,988 
Net assets at end of year	 $	 4,061,281				  

	BALANCE SHEET
Assets	
  Current assets	 $	 624,718
  Investments		 $	 1,227,696
  Property and equipment-net	 $	 2,687,427
  Total assets		 $	 4,539,841				  

Liabilities and net assets		  –––––––––
  Liabilities		  $	 478,560
	  Net assets	
    Unrestricted	 $	 3,929,330
    Temporarily restricted		      131,951
Total net assets	 $	 4,061,281
Total net assets & liabilities	 $	 4,539,841				  

	

	The Children’s Museum of Denver, Inc. is audited 

annually by an independent audit firm. Copies 

of the audit are available upon request.

ARTS a la Carte
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Twelve Months of Learning and Fun 
Sweltering or brisk, sunny or overcast, drizzling or dry. Just as no two days are identical, no two 
visits to the Children’s Museum are exactly the same. 

In fiscal year 2009 (July 2008 - June 2009), our themes changed monthly and our programs almost 
daily, making each trip to the Museum a new adventure. Children and grownups enjoyed another 
year of ever-changing fun and learning, season by season.

July 2008: 
During Stellar Science Month, we predicted weather, grew plants and explored colors. Junior 
Jobsite opened for a three-month run to teach children the nuts and bolts of construction.

August 2008: 
Messin’ Around Month got sloppy and gloppy with paints, clay, sand and more.

September 2008:
Our Diverse Community Month highlighted humanity’s variety, while Hop, Skip & a Jump Start’s 
family-friendly races got everyone into exercise. Farm critters from our partner, The Urban Farm 
at Stapleton, were corralled in the plaza for our first-ever Storybook Farm. And we began to stay 
open late each Wednesday, so busy families had new opportunities to learn and play. 

October 2008: 
BOOtiful Bugs Month introduced visitors to dragonflies, fireflies, ladybugs and even germs, those 
tiniest of “bugs.” Everyone smiled for the camera at our annual photography fundraiser “Say 
Cheese.” And no one could miss Trick or Treat Street, our ever-popular yearly Halloween festival.

November 2008: 
Blast to the Past Month time-traveled through history from the time of prehistoric dinosaurs 
to the groovy 1960s. Kids had a super time at the first of several Superhero Wednesday nights 
where visitors were encouraged to come clad as Spidey, Batman or other super-types. 

December 2008: 
W-w-w-winter might be ch-ch-chilly, but Winter Wonderland Month celebrated the coolest 
of seasons with lessons about snow, polar bears, igloos and more. Kids snacked with Santa 
on one special Saturday. And 2009 arrived early with December 31’s Noon Year’s Eve, a 
pint-sized party with balldrops and “fireworks” – little feet jumping on giant sheets 
of bubble wrap.

Trick or Treat Street 
Birthday Bash- 

Meet Me In Paris
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January 2009: 
During Wild West Month, visitors mosied in to learn how the West was won. To support Denver’s 
Road Home, the city’s comprehensive plan to end homelessness, we invited youngsters to the 
Museum for a pajama party. 

February 2009: 
Big Red Fun Month was red-olent with shades of scarlet: rose-colored glasses, crimson sugar 
cookies, ruby roses and more.

March 2009: 
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes Month welcomed spring by demonstrating the advantages 
of exercise and healthy foods. Guests also test-drove components of our exciting new Bubbles 
exhibit (opening spring 2010), while everyone wore green for our St. Patrick’s celebration.

April 2009: 
Celebrating Creative Creatures Month involved learning about snakes, turtles, bears and other 
denizens of the natural world. And a hoppy – we mean happy – bunny-suited volunteer led the 
way to egg-stravagent egg-sploration during the annual Bunny Trail EggVenture. 

May 2009: 
Visiting storybook characters such as Curious George delighted youngsters during the 
ever-popular Get Caught Reading Month. Wild hairdos prevailed on Crazy Hair Day, while 
Never Never Day featured Peter Pan-costumed performers from the International Youth 
Ballet. And for the 36th time, we celebrated the Museum with a Parisian-themed Birthday Bash. 
Ooh la la!  

June 2009: 
The Birthday Bash may have been in May, but June was Party Month – with every day a 
celebration. We closed out the fiscal year with a second visit from Junior Jobsite, a monstrous
Mighty Machines event and good-health lessons from the For Kids By Kids 9Health Fair.

ARTS a la Carte

Mighty Machines

Backyard Explorers
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Programs and Playscapes 
Month after month in 2009, the Children’s Museum offered exhibits and programs to help children 
think critically, solve problems, expand large- and fine-motor skills, and learn more about art, 
literacy, science, math and social development. Whether in the Museum or in the community, or for 
formal groups or informal family visits, children had a wide variety of choices.

In the Museum
Playscapes: The 11 exhibits in the Museum enable children to role-play on a real fire engine in 
CMD Fire Station No. 1, dress as woodland creatures in Under My Feet and Over My Head, test-
drive proposed new exhibits in WillitWorks, grocery-shop in My Market and build unique creations 
from recycled materials in the Assembly Plant. Even the youngest visitors can explore soft, safe and 
quiet areas in the Center for the Young Child’s pond, meadow, grove and village. 

Programmed Field Trips: School groups visiting the Museum dance and sing as they enter the 
world of the classic children’s story “The Gingerbread Man;” don hard hats and use real tools to 
enter the construction zone of Just Toolin’ Around; and become backyard science sleuths in Nature 
Detectives. Group programs enhance a variety of curricula such as music, science, geography, 
theater, dance, math, reading and writing. In 2009, we welcomed 13,283 children from schools 
throughout the metro area.

In the Community
Outreach and Group Programs: Children can benefit from our play-and-learn philosophy without 
ever visiting the Museum. In FY09, our talented team of educators took a wide variety of programs 
into the community’s schools and daycare centers, serving more than 7,000 children, teachers and 
caregivers. Programs are carefully designed to meet state educational standards and to 
augment school curricula. 

Some of the programs we provide invite students to step into our 26-foot-tall Earth Balloon to 
learn about geography and cultures around the world; better understand the body’s internal 
workings with Stuffee, a giant doll with removable organs; and crawl into Star Lab, a portable 
planetarium, to explore constellations. 

Note: Some programs are available both in the community and in the Museum.

CMD Fire Station No. 1

Earth Day

Hop, Skip & a Jump Start Bubbles Prototyping
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
$1,000 and Above

$500 - $999
Anonymous

$100 - $499

Up to $99

ORGANIZATION DONORS
$25,000 and Above
Comcast Foundation
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Helen M. McLoraine Endowment Fund
Qwest Foundation
Rose Community Foundation
Scientific & Cultural Facilities District
St. Mary Land & Exploration CO
Target Corporation
The Titus Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Anonymous
Anschutz Foundation
BBVA Compass Bank
CollegeInvest
Denver Post Charities
ECA Foundation
Gay & Lesbian Fund for Colorado
Mabel Y. Hughes Charitable Trust
Helen K. & Arthur E. Johnson Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Scribbles Stationery and Invitations 
Vodafone Americas Foundation
The Wachovia Foundation
The Melvin & Elaine Wolf Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

$4,000 to $9,999
Brown-Forman Corporation
Colorado Council on the Arts
CW2 Gives, a fund of the McCormick 
	 Tribune Foundation
Denver-Vail Orthopedics P.C.
Dream Big Day Camp
EnCana Oil & Gas (USA) Inc.
Firehouse Animal Health Centers and 
	 Purina Veterinary Diets
FirstBank of Colorado
Great-West Life & Annuity 
	 Insurance Company
Hogan & Hartson LLP
Kaiser Permanente
Kinder Morgan Foundation
Lockton Companies of Colorado, Inc.
Macy’s Foundation
Edward J. Madigan Foundation
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Newmont Mining Corporation
Sutherland Foundation, Inc.
U.S. Bank
Vectra Bank
Venoco, Inc.
William H. & Mattie Wattis Harris Foundation

$2,500 to $3,999
Ascendant Development
The Children’s Hospital
The Dickler Family Foundation
Gill Capital Partners
Holme Roberts & Owen LLP
J.K. Mullen Foundation
Riverfront Park Community Foundation

$1,000 to $2,499
Nathan B. and Florence R. Burt Foundation 
CH2M HILL
Chambers Family Fund
The Colorado Health Foundation
DS Additions
Harmes C. Fishback Foundation
Levin Orthodontics
William D. Radichel Foundation
Seaman Family Foundation
Seattle Fish Company
Stratton & Associates
Vern’s Mini Train Ltd

Up to $999
9News
Bansbach Foundation
Bladium Sports & Fitness Club
Colorado Expression & Lifestyle Magazine
Dienhardt & Rominger’s Christmas Shoppe
GoodSearch
Hillary Family Foundation
Jackson National Community Fund
My Brother’s Bar
Sun Microsystems Corporation
Tattered Cover Book Store
Young Americans Center for 
	 Financial Education
YTB Travel Network

IN-KIND DONORS 
$50 and Up
 105.5 JACK FM
 10th Mountain Division Hut Association
21C Museum Hotel
5280 Magazine
9News
Acosta Sales & Marketing
Dr. and Mrs. A. Todd Alijani
All Over Media
Alliance Française de Denver
Anark Corporation
Andrea Flanagan Photography
Angie Buckley Photography
Anonymous
Arapahoe Basin Ski Area
Ms. Beth Armijo
Arvada Center for the Arts & Humanities
Attune Foods
The Aurora Fox Theatre
B. Gardening Landscape Design
Backyard Adventures of Colorado
Bandimere Speedway
Barbara & Company
Barolo Grill
Bead For Life
Bennet for Colorado
Beverage Distributors
Beyer Laser Center
Bicycle Village
Bladium Sports & Fitness Club
Bonnie Brae Ice Cream
Bonnie Brae Tavern
Bottega Veneta
Bravo! Vail Valley Music Festival
Brunschwig & Fils
Butler Rents
Butterfly Pavilion & Insect Center
California Pizza Kitchen Cherry Creek
Speaker Terrance D. Carroll
Center Strength Pilates
Central City Opera
Chateau Liquors
Cherry Creek Arts Festival

Cherry Creek Collision, Inc.
Cherry Creek Country Club & Spa
Cherry Creek North
Cherry Creek Shopping Center
Chick-fil-A
Chipotle, Inc.
Chubby Delicious
Clear Channel Colorado
Clif Bar, Inc.
Colorado Amusement Supply Co.
Colorado Ballet
Colorado Business Bank
Colorado Chautauqua Association
Coloradokids.com
Colorado Mountain Club
Colorado Music Festival
Colorado Pub Group
Colorado Rapids Soccer Club
Colorado Rockies Baseball Club
Colorado Shakespeare Festival
Colorado Symphony Orchestra
Colorado Venue
Comedy Works
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Connelly
The Container Store
Constructive Playthings
The Coral Room
Core Mark International
Corks Wine Store
CO-Sales
The Counter
Mr. and Mrs. Hadley Cox
Crayons, Inc.
Crepes ‘n Crepes
Curious Theatre Company
Ms. Deborah Currier
db Atelier, LLC
Delectus Winery
Denver Art Museum
Denver Botanic Gardens
Denver Center for the Performing Arts
The Denver Film Society
Denver Museum of Nature and Science
Denver Outlaws
The Denver Post
Denver Public Schools
Denver Savvy Publishing
Denver Tickets
Denver Zoo
Designer Cutting Boards
Discount School Supply
Discount Tire Co.
Dream Big Day Camp
DS Additions
Dynamic Dwellings, Inc.
Earl’s Restaurant
Mr. Mark Eddy
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Egan
Einstein Brothers Bagels
El Camino
El Señor Sol at Zang’s Brewery
Elitch Gardens
Emma
Enchanted Room
The Engraving Place
Enstrom Candies
Environmental Protection Agency
Ethan Allen
E-Town
Fat Sully’s Pizza
Figaro’s Salon
Firehouse Animal Health Centers and 
	 Purina Veterinary Diets
First Tier Bank

Thank You, Donors
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Flatiron Crossing
Flute Studio
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fox
Mr. and Mrs. George Gastis
Goldyn
Golftec Enterprises
Gourmet Fine Catering
Grand Hyatt Denver
Great Harvest Bread Company
Guitar Center
Halekulani
Hammond’s Candies
Harmony Yoga
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick P. Hatcher
Drs. Melissa and Armand Hatzidakis
Haute Touch Catering
HealthOne
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Henderson
Heritage Square Alpine Action
Hermes of Paris, Denver
HM Brown & Associates, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hoffman
Dr. Jody Mathie and Mr. John Hoffman
Hogan & Hartson LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Whitney Holmes
The Home Depot
Hopper Creek Winery
Hot Mama
Hyatt Regency Denver at the Colorado 
	 Convention Center
Illegal Pete’s
The Image Team
Image Wraps
Inviting Company
Ivy Street Design
J. Camero Designs
Jaala Jewels
Jackson National Life Insurance Company
jazz89 KUVO
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Jones
Joy Wine & Spirits
Juicy Lucy’s Steakhouse in 
	 Cherry Creek North
Julia Meredith, LLC
Julia Vandenoever Photography
JW Marriott Denver at Cherry Creek
Kagome
Karina Heneghan Photographics
Katherine’s French Bakery, Café and Catering 
KBCO 97.3FM
KCreatives
Kerwin Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Kerzner International Resorts, Inc.
Kevin Taylor Restaurant Group
Knape & Zibell Interior Design
Knitone, LLC
Kroenke Sports Enterprises
La Terre d’ Or
Lab Mercury
Label Your Stuff
Lala’s Wine Bar & Pizzeria
Land Title Guarantee Company
Laurie Wood Photography
Leech Design
Lewis & Clark Press
Mr. and Mrs. David Licko
Lifestyle Interior Design
Little Monkey Bizness
Lodo’s Bar and Grill
Ms. Amy Therese Loper
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Lord
Lovely Confections Bakery
Lowry Speech Therapy
Lucky Strike Lanes, Belmar

Maggiano’s Little Italy
Magnolia Hotel
McCormick’s Fish House & Bar
McLean Western
Mr. and Mrs. Justin McMorrow
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Mechem
MGM Grand, Las Vegas
Mici Handcrafted Italian
MillerCoors
Mise en Place
Moab Half Marathon, Inc.
Molly’s of Denver
Mr. Matthew Morris
Morrison & Trattner Jewelry
Mount Vernon Country Club
Mountain Man Nut & Fruit Co
Mullix Photography
Museum of Contemporary Art
Museum of Science and Industry
My Brother’s Bar
National CineMedia
National Hockey League
Nest Fresh Eggs, Inc.
The Nines, A Luxury Collection Hotel
NIPP
Mr. John Nussbaumer
Olive Garden
OneJDesigns
The Organic Dish
Origins
Osteria Marco
Pasquini’s Pizzeria
Patty Cake Photography
Perkins Coie LLP
PFPSports & Celebrity Talent
Pilates Bodies
Pine Creek Clothing Co.
Pinehurst Country Club
Platte Valley Trolley
Ms. Amanda M. Ploegsma
PODS
Post Community
Power Equipment Company
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Pratt
Prestige Custom Furniture
Proto’s Pizza
Pura Vida Fitness Club & Spa
Qdoba Mexican Grill
Rachel Olsen Photography
Dr. Ella Maria Ray
RCS Gallery
Rejuv Skin Spa
Renaissance Blackstone Hotel
Rio Grande Company
Mr. and Mrs. John Ritsick
The Ritz-Carlton, Denver
Mr. and Mrs. Arturo Rivera, III
Robinson Dairy
Mr. John Robinson
Rock Bottom Brewery
Ms. Holly Rothenburgh
Roxy
RTD Board of Directors
Runners Roost
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Ryan
Sam’s Club
Sanctuary Golf Course
Saucony
Mr. and Mrs. Russel Schmucker
Scoop Pilates
Scott Wolfe Interiors
Scribbles Stationery and Invitations 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Seaman
Shedd Aquarium

Sherwin-Williams
Simply Put, Organizational Solutions 
	 for the Home, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. Luke Simpson
Ski Cooper
Skuut, LLC
Skyy Spirits, LLC
Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards
Spa Catalina
Spero Winery
Sportique Scooters
Sprig Toys, Inc.
Spyder Active Sports
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Staab
Starbucks
Stellar Events, LLC
Steuben’s
Sticky Fingers Cooking
Stylelicious
Swallow Hill Music Association
Swimlabs
Swingle Lawn, Tree & Landscape Care
Tagawa Gardens
Talulah Jones
Target 
Tastes Wine Bar & Bistro
Tazo Tea Company
TechSoup
Telluride Ski Resort
The Tended Thicket
Terra Bella
The 2009 Birthday Bash Buzz Committee
The 2009 Birthday Bash Chairs that 
	 Care Committee
The 2009 Birthday Bash Entertainment 	
	 Committee
The 2009 Birthday Bash Event Co-Chairs
The 2009 Birthday Bash Favors Committee
The 2009 Birthday Bash Invitation List 
	 Committee
The 2009 Birthday Bash Live Auction 
	 Committee
The 2009 Birthday Bash Patron Party 
	 Committee
The 2009 Birthday Bash Raffle Committee
The Twisted Tulip
Mr. and Mrs. Art Thompson
Tiffany & Co. - Denver
Timbuk Toys
Trice Jewelers
Turn-Key Marketing & Promotions, Inc.
TWeisz Imagery
Twinkle Together, LLC
United Airlines
United Launch Alliance
Urban Bird Online
Vern’s Mini Train Ltd
ViaWest Internet Services
Vital Yoga
Mr. and Mrs. David Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ward
Warwick Hotel Denver
Washington Park Grille
Water 2 Wine
The Watermark
The Wax House
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Weaver
Wee Ones
Ms. Tara Cavanaugh and Mr. Lance Wells
Wendy’s International
West Elm
Whole Foods Market
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Willhoit

Thank You, Donors
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Wine, Etc. 
Ms. Laura Lee Brown and Mr. Steve Wilson
Winter Park Resort
YMCA of the Rockies
Yoga for Health
Yoga On Sixth
Z Cuisine

Thank You, Donors



2121 Children’s Museum Drive 

Denver, Colorado 80211

303-433-7444

www.mychildsmuseum.org

SCFD

Senior Leadership Team 
Tom Downey, President

Cyndi Kerins, Chief Financial Officer 

Gretchen Kerr, Vice President of Development

Dennis Meyer, Director of Facilities & Exhibits

Mike Yankovich, Vice President of Guest Experience

Board of Directors 
Chair: Deborah Wapensky, CFO, Vectra Bank

Vice Chair: Doug Elenowitz, Partner, Brownfield Partners, LLC

Secretary: David L. London, Partner, Hogan & Hartson, LLP

Treasurer: David Licko, Senior Vice President/Finance & CFO, Denver Newspaper Agency

Sarah Alijani – Early Childhood Advocate

Kimberly Allen – Executive Director, JPMorgan Securities, Inc. 

Lauren Arnold – Chief Financial Officer, Gill Foundation

Susan Brown – Early Childhood Advocate 

Sara Carpenter, MD – Public Health Advocate

Terrance Carroll – Colorado Speaker of the House / Attorney, Greenberg Traurig

Stephanie Copeland – VP, GM Small Business Markets, Qwest

Courteney Fisher – SVP of Financial Services, Sage Hospitality Resources

Nicole Furman – Early Childhood Advocate 

Ashley Jordaan – Partner, Holme Roberts & Owen LLP

Monica Liley Skok – Founder, Rootstock Solutions LLC

Geoffrey Lord – Lord Realty LLC

Keith Montoya – Owner, Doc 1 Solutions

Kathy Nesbitt – Human Resources Director, Kaiser Permanente 

Vatsala Pathy – Founder, Rootstock Solutions LLC

Ella Maria Ray – Director of African American Studies, Metropolitan State College of Denver

Jim Schoettler – Entrepreneur 


